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Catania International Summer School

Program - Villa Favorita, Noto 10-14 July 2017

10th July
Positive Valence System

Trevor Robbins, Univ. Cambridge: Fractionating Impulsivity: Neural substrates and Neuropsychiatric
Implications.

Marco Venniro and Yavin Shaham, IRP-NIDA, NIH, USA: Animal models of drug relapse: from drug priming-
induced reinstatement after extinction to relapse after social-based voluntary abstinence

David Belin, University of Cambridge:

11th July

Social System

Alon Chen Director MPI of Psychiatry: Living in a social world — towards analysis of complex social behavior

Vivien Chevaleyre, Université Paris Descartes: mouse models of 22q11DS, hippocampus and social
cognition.

12th July:

Arousal & Regulatory System

Jens Briining, MPI for Metabolism Research: CNS-dependent control of metabolism.

Michal Schwartz (Weizmann Institute): The immune-brain axis: Harnessing immunity to combat
neurodegenerative diseases.



13th July:

Cognitive System

Francesco Papaleo, Istituto Italiano di Tecnologia: A precision medicine genetic approach for core cognitive
deficits in schizophrenia

Ofer Yizhar, Weizmann Institute: Optogenetic dissection of prefrontal circuits for cognitive function and
social behavior

Carsten T. Wotjak, MPI of Psychiatry: Lost in space — studying spatial navigation in mice

14th July

Negative Valence System

Anna Beyeler, University of Bordeaux: optogenetic approaches to dissect the contribution of the amygdala
to positive vs. negative emotions.

Marta Moita, Champalimoud Foundation: Defensive behaviours and their modulation by the social
environment - from vertebrates to invertebrates.
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